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G A L L E R Y

Celebrate, 2016, Pear, pyrography, airbrushed acrylic paint, 9" × 8" (23cm × 20cm)

Celebrate was juried into the 2016 AAW Symposium Exhibition, Turning 30.

Cycle of Life, 2019, Pear, pyrography, airbrushed acrylic paint, 3¾" × 5½" (10cm × 14cm)Nest of Feathers, 2019, Pear, pyrography, 4" × 5" (10cm × 13cm)

Caught in a Whirlwind, 2021, Pear, pyrography, 
airbrushed acrylic paint, 5½" × 6" (14cm × 15cm)

This piece has been juried into the 2022 AAW 
member exhibition, Bridging the Gap: The Craft and 
Art of Turning, which will be on view during this 
year’s AAW Symposium in Chattanooga, Tennessee.
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A NOTE ABOUT SAFETY

An accident at the lathe can happen with 
blinding suddenness; respiratory and other 
problems can build over years.

Take appropriate precautions when you  
turn. Safety guidelines are published online 
at tiny.cc/turnsafe*. Following them will help 
you continue to enjoy woodturning. 

*Web address is case sensitive.
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A S S O C I A T I O N N E W SAANNNEWS

—Joshua Friend

Editor’s Note
The theme for this year’s Professional Outreach Program 
(POP) exhibition and auction is The Space Between. A sampling 
of works from this show is featured on page 50, and the entire 
show will be on view at the AAW’s International Woodturning 
Symposium in Chattanooga, Tennessee, June 23-26.

As in prior years, the exhibition theme was open to 
interpretation, and the makers did not disappoint. I think 

From the President
Strategic 
direction
Like all good organi-
zations, the AAW peri-
odically undergoes 
a “strategic reset.” 
In 2016, the Vision 
2020 initiative began, 
focusing on growth, 

service enhancement, improved access, 
demonstrator support, virtual galleries, 
improved symposium experiences, and 
development of communities of inter-
est within woodturning. Many of the 
positive changes in our organization in 
recent years have come about because 
of the efforts of our resolute staff, Board, 
and committees responding to the direc-
tion of the 2020 vision. The develop-
ment of WIT (our Women in Turning 
initiative, which actually pre-dates 
Vision 2020) and leveraging our wood-
turning collection for exhibitions and 
virtual galleries are just two examples. 
For better or worse, the pandemic has 
accelerated additional changes and 
forced us to put some initiatives on the 
shelf, at least temporarily.

Now that we are coming out of the 
pandemic, the AAW Board, with input 
from staff and select committees, has 
approved four new or revised strategic 
directions for the organization:

Membership growth and  
membership services
Our mission of educating, informing, and 
organizing activities related to woodturn-
ing focuses on our members, but there is a 
much larger population of people involved 
with or interested in woodturning. The 
Turners Without Borders committee is 
extending our international reach. The 
members forum supported by the AAW is 

an example of our outreach to members. 
We hope to expand our impact on this 
wider universe with improved services to 
members, incentives to join the AAW, and 
exploration of partnerships with other 
woodturning organizations and wood-
working publications around the world.

Programming
The AAW is known for the American 
Woodturner journal, its online publica-
tions, and the resources available to 
members on its website. The annual 
Symposium has been a high point of the 
woodturning experience for decades, 
but in any given year, only about 10% of 
our members are able to attend. The pan-
demic forced us to cancel two symposia 
in a row, but we were able to develop 
a series of virtual online experiences 
that have reached a much larger audi-
ence. Even as we restart our in-person 
Symposia (Chattanooga, June 23-26), we 
plan to continue offering high-quality 
online experiences and are consider-
ing “hybrid” presentations that allow 
a much wider audience to experience 
our demonstrations and tradeshows. In 
addition, we are exploring and in fact 
have collaborated with others in co-mar-
keting high quality online experiences 
for interested woodturners.

Chapter relationships
Our affiliated chapters have always been 
key to our growth and evolution as an 
organization. Going forward, we will work 
to improve and enhance the relationship 
with chapter leaders and will explore ways 
to encourage AAW membership as part 
of the local club experience. The Chapter 
Leaders Forum, supported by the AAW 
staff, is one example of our growing com-
mitment to this relationship.

Revenue mix
Member dues are a significant percent-
age of AAW revenue, but dues alone do 
not cover the full cost of provisioning 
member services. Our other sources 
of funds (journal advertising, modest 
profits from Symposia and virtual 
programming, sales of AAW merchan-
dise, and donations) make up the dif-
ference. In the coming years, we plan 
to increase the diversity of funding 
sources. Specifically, we will update 
our donor base and develop a regular 
fundraising program.

These four areas of focus will result in 
improved services and new initiatives 
in the next few years. Stay tuned.

Chattanooga 2022
We are getting excited about the 
upcoming Annual Symposium. An 
outstanding roster of demonstrators 
is scheduled, and the tradeshow will 
be outstanding. Some of the activities 
will be recorded for later broadcast. In 
addition, the city of Chattanooga has a 
number of local attractions for visitors 
to experience. After almost three years 
without an in-person Symposium, folks 
will be catching up with old friends, 
making new ones, talking with dem-
onstrators, learning new techniques, 
buying new tools and wood, and 
enjoying the area. We hope to see you 
there, perhaps at the annual members’ 
meeting or chapter leaders’ meeting, 
both of which are held during the 
Symposium.

Keep turning,

Mike Summerer
President, AAW Board of Directors

the theme is particularly intriguing now, as we seem to be 
in a transitional phase of the pandemic, which of course had 
mandated literal space between us. It seems apropos that The 
Space Between exhibition in Chattanooga will coincide with 
our return to in-person experiences. I hope to see you there!
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INTERNATIONAL SYMPOSIUM
AAW’S 36TH ANNUAL

Chattanooga, Tennessee • June 23-26, 2022
INTERNATIONAL SYMPOSIUM

Symposium Venue
Chattanooga Convention Center 
One Carter Plaza 
Chattanooga, TN 37402

DETAILS AND 
REGISTRATION

Come for the Day!
Single-day registration 
available for Friday or 
Saturday.

First Time at an  
AAW Symposium?
Plan to arrive in time for 
the First-Time-Attendee 
Orientation, Thursday, 
June 23. See website for 
schedule details.

Hotels
Visit woodturner.org for updated 
information and preferred 
group rates for all official AAW 
Symposium hotels.

Join Woodturners from Around the World for…

VOLUNTEERS HAVE THE MOST FUN!

Short volunteer timeslots 
are available, and it is easy 
to sign up. Join us in:
• Registration
• Instant Gallery
• Youth Turning
• Volunteer Booth

• Meet other attendees and demonstrators
• See behind the scenes
•  Get ideas to bring home to your own 

shop, regional symposium, or chapter
• Free T-Shirt!

SIGN UP TO  
VOLUNTEER!
To sign up for a shift, visit tiny.cc/AAWVolunteer  
(case sensitive) or scan the QR code.

Symposium volunteers get the  
most out of the AAW Symposium.  
You can too!

For the latest 
information and  
to register for  
the event, visit 
our Chattanooga Symposium 
webpage, tiny.cc/AAW2022!

Photo: Andi Wolfe

“Going to the AAW 
Symposium is one of 
the wisest investments 
you will ever make if you 
are serious about your 
woodturning.”
–Janice Levi

John Jordan demonstrates during the 2019 AAW 
Symposium in Raleigh, North Carolina.

Photo: Andi Wolfe

“I remember my first 
Symposium. You can watch 
YouTube all day long, but to 
be able to learn from the very 
best and have them respond 
directly was golden for me.”
–Cheryl Lewis

“When you walk 
into the Instant 
Gallery for the 
first time, it 
will blow your 
mind!”
–Derek Weidman

Continued on next page

www.woodturner.org
http://tiny.cc/AAWVolunteer
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Regular AAW Grants are awarded 
on an annual basis. To be eligible, 
applications must be received by 
December 31 for grants given in the 
following year. However, Women 
in Turning (WIT) grants and others 
for under-represented populations, 
events, and exhibitions are awarded 
quarterly.

Find detailed grant descriptions 
and application information at  
tiny.cc/aawgrants. If you have ques-
tions, please contact the AAW office 
by calling 877-595-9094 or emailing 
memberservices@woodturner.org. 

AAW Grants are available to individu-
als, chapters, schools, and non-profit 
organizations. Examples include but 
are not limited to outreach programs 
and/or events to encourage youth and 
under-represented populations (women, 
minority, disabled, etc.) to learn and 
pursue woodturning, support of exist-
ing or developing unique woodturning 
programs, educational workshops or 
class participation, professional devel-
opment opportunities, chapter projects, 
etc. In addition to monetary awards, up 
to ten mini-lathe packages are available 
for award each year.

Apply for an AAW Grant

Prize Drawing  
for AAW Members

•  Carter and Son Toolworks 
(carterandsontoolworks.com)

•  David Ellsworth  
(ellsworthstudios.com)

•  Glenn Lucas  
(glennlucaswoodturning.com)

•  Hunter Tool Systems  
(huntertoolsystems.com)

•  Mike Mahoney  
(bowlmakerinc.com)

•  Nick Cook Woodturner 
(nickcookwoodturner.com)

•  Niles Bottle Stoppers  
(nilesbottlestoppers.com)

•  Preservation Solutions 
(preservation-solutions.com)

•  Rockler Woodworking and Hardware 
(rockler.com)

•  Tennessee Association of Woodturners 
(TAW) (tnwoodturners.org)

•  Thompson Lathe Tools  
(thompsonlathetools.com)

•  Trent Bosch (trentbosch.com)

Businesses will be updated throughout  
the year.

One of your many membership benefits 
with AAW is the monthly prize drawings. 
Prizes this year include gift certificates, 
tools, kits, books, DVDs, event registra-
tions, and online education. Member 
winners are randomly selected at the 
beginning of each month and notified of 
their prize.

Thank you to the many businesses that 
continue supporting AAW members with 
these engaging prizes. If your business 
would like to contribute a prize, contact 
memberservices@woodturner.org.

When you patronize these woodturn-
ing businesses, please thank them for 
their support of AAW members.

See the Promo Videos!
If you are still on the fence about whether 
to attend this year’s AAW Symposium, 
check out our series of testimonials and 
overview/educational videos. Visit  

tiny.cc/Chattanooga2022 or scan the QR code.

A POWERMATIC LATHE!WIN

THANK YOU, JPW INDUSTRIES!
The AAW is very grateful to JPW Industries (JET/Powermatic) for its 
longstanding partnership and support of AAW members.

In 2022, JPW Industries continues their sponsorship as the Exclusive 
Lathe Provider in the Symposium demonstration rooms and Youth 
Program. JPW’s Youth Program sponsorship makes it possible for young 
turners to get hands-on instruction with experienced woodturning teachers.

On Saturday evening, AAW Symposium 
attendees will have the opportunity to 
win and bring home a 100 Year Limited 
Anniversary Edition Powermatic 3520C lathe, 
generously donated by JPW Industries.

Thank you, JET/Powermatic!

INTERNATIONAL 
SYMPOSIUM CONTINUED

http://tiny.cc/aawgrants
mailto:memberservices@woodturner.org
http://carterandsontoolworks.com
http://ellsworthstudios.com
http://glennlucaswoodturning.com
http://huntertoolsystems.com
http://bowlmakerinc.com
http://nickcookwoodturner.com
http://nilesbottlestoppers.com
http://preservation-solutions.com
http://rockler.com
http://tnwoodturners.org
http://thompsonlathetools.com
http://trentbosch.com
mailto:memberservices@woodturner.org
http://tiny.cc/Chattanooga2022
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Each year the Professional Outreach 
Program (POP) showcases two 
wood artists at the AAW’s Annual 
International Symposium. They are 
either experienced artists who have 

2023 POP ARTIST SHOWCASE OPPORTUNITY
Application period: August 15 to October 1, 2022

made significant contributions to the 
woodturning field but have not received 
appropriate recognition, or emerging 
artists who have the potential to make 
significant contributions to the field.

The 2022 POP Showcase Artists
Melissa Engler and Eli Polite will be the POP Showcase Artists featured at the 2022 AAW Symposium 
in Chattanooga, Tennessee.

The two selected artists give two 
demonstrations each and participate 
in a panel discussion of their work led 
by David Ellsworth. Artists receive a 
complimentary Symposium registra-
tion; a featured display in the Special 
Exhibitions area; demonstration and 
panel compensation; three days of 
lodging at the AAW host hotel, and up 
to $300 in travel expenses.

Artist applications are invited 
for the 2023 AAW Symposium in 
Louisville, Kentucky, June 1-4, 2023. 
Applications will be juried by the POP 
committee. The application period is 
August 15 to October 1, 2022, and appli-
cants will be notified by October 31, 2022. 
See online application at tiny.cc/Calls. 

The AAW Board of Directors, at its discretion, confers honorary lifetime membership to persons 
who, in its judgement, have made extraordinary contributions to the American Association 
of Woodturners and the advancement of woodturning. This year, the honor goes to Kip 
Christensen, in recognition of his ongoing commitment and exceptional service to the AAW.

An excellent profile article on Kip, “Kip Christensen: A Life Dedicated to 
Helping Others,” written by Terry Martin, was published in the December 

2021 issue of American Woodturner (vol 36, no 6). The article covers some of Kip’s many contributions 
to both the AAW and the field of woodturning. Above all, Kip is a dedicated educator and has created a 
lasting legacy in this capacity alone. 

Come see Kip Christensen in action, as he’ll be a featured demonstrator at this year’s AAW Symposium 
in Chattanooga, Tennessee. 

Kip Christensen
2022 AAW Honorary Lifetime Member

42
American Woodturner December 2021

Terry Martin

L ooking back, it seems I had always been aware of Kip 
Christensen’s quiet presence—a man who never pushed himself ahead of others but was ready to step up if needed. Most people who know Kip might think of him as a dedi-cated turner and turning teacher, and Kip confirms this impression when he talks about turning: “I’m a total woodturning nerd, and I always have to be making some-thing. Also, I can’t resist the sound of a chainsaw, and I have to go see what is being cut. I could never use up all the wood that I’ve got.”This impression is also confirmed when you watch Kip in action as a demonstrator. When I first saw him give a demonstration of basic technique at an AAW Symposium, I concluded it was the clearest dem-onstration I had ever seen. He was showing how the movements of turning can be broken down into three axes—lift, swing, and rotate—and he explained these movements in a very clear article that every beginner should read (see Articles by Kip sidebar at the end of this story.) It would be tempting to assume Kip’s turning achievements are his main professional focus, but the truth is far more interesting than that.

Family and communityIt is not possible to separate Kip the teacher, the turner, and the person 

from his community, the Church of Jesus Christ of the Latter-Day Saints. Kip was born in 1955 in Banida, Idaho, a small farming community of around 100 people, most of whom were members of Kip’s church. He explains how all of this has guided his life: “We lived on a small dairy farm, which I loved. We were a close-knit family with six children, and I was the third. I’m very thankful I was raised on a farm, because my parents taught me to enjoy work and to squeeze what I could get out of every day.” It comes as a surprise to learn that the very careful Kip we now know was once a natural risk-taker: “When I was a teenager, for my mother the most worrisome things I did often involved something dan-gerous, like jumping fifty feet off a bridge into a river, or water skiing with a cast on my leg. The worst my mom could threaten me with was that she hoped someday I would have seven young boys just like myself.”Much of Kip’s childhood sounds like a bygone era, a simpler life that many yearn for today. “My first three years of school were in a small three-room schoolhouse with one classroom where our teacher simultaneously taught around thirty students from grades one through six. We also had a library and a gym, but there was no indoor plumbing, and outside we had one water spigot and two outhouses.”

A maker in the making“I started making things very early,” says Kip. “When I was five, I used to rummage through the ash pile from the coal stove to find the pieces left over from used-up pencils. Then I would whittle willow saplings and press the lead into the pith to make new pencils. It was my own idea, and I suppose it was my first experience of manufacturing. I just had to be making things.”
Kip’s idyllic farm life ended when he was twelve years old and his family moved to Spokane, Washington, where his father started a cabinet factory, something that had a profound influence on the direction his life would take. “I 

Photos courtesy of Kip Christensen unless otherwise noted.

KIP CHRISTENSEN:A Life Dedicated to Helping Others

42_KipChristensen.indd   42
42_KipChristensen.indd   42
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Are you demonstrating online? If you have experience creating high-quality, 
effective, and interesting demonstrations, have access to the technical capa-
bility for a live interactive presentation, and would like to reach a large and 
enthusiastic audience, we want to hear from you. Consider applying to be part 
of the AAW’s online series, AAW Presents. For full details and application, visit 
tiny.cc/Calls. Questions? Contact Tib Shaw, tib@woodturner.org. 

Call for Online Presentations:

“AAW Presents”
Call for Demonstrators:
AAW Symposium 2023
Application period: May 1 to August 1, 2022

The AAW’s 37th Annual International 
Symposium will be held in Louisville, 
Kentucky, June 1-4, 2023. To apply to be a 
demonstrator, visit tiny.cc/Calls between 
May 1 and August 1, 2022. For more infor-
mation, call the AAW office in Saint Paul, 
877-595-9094 or 651-484-9094, or email  
memberservices@woodturner.org.

www.woodturner.org
http://tiny.cc/Calls
mailto:tib@woodturner.org
mailto:memberservices@woodturner.org









































































































































