
Tne Wrsoonn oF THE HnNos ev Douc Srowr

When lwos in high school ond col lege, lworked summers
ond holidoys in my fother's hordwore sfore. I would slip
owoy for on hour or so eoch ofiernoon to restore on old
cor under the guidonce of q moster croftsmon. One doy
he soid, "Doug, I don't know why you study to be o
lowyer when your broins ore so cleorly in your honds."
His comment wos prophetic. lt led me to reexomine my
ocodemic poth, olerted me to the pleosure I received from
leorning ond working through my honds ond ultimotely
coused me to question the ortificiol ond unproductive sep-
orotion between honds-on leorning ond ocodemic pur-
suits. I become o professionol croftsmon ond then on
outhor of woodworking books ond orticles.

ln mony schools, woodshops hove been discontinued to
ollow for greoter emphqsis on ocodemic studies. As o
croftsmon, outhor ond porent, I hove found myself in
Internet conversotions in which I leorned thot woodshops
were no longer considered relevont in our informotion
oge. Insfeod of moking things, we would buy everything
we needed from some developing notion.

In my own shop, I never felt thot whot I wos doing wos
obsolete. Woodworking enobled me to use o voriety of
skills, integroting the orts, science, history, mothemotics
ond business. lt occurred lo me thot woodworking in
school could become centrol to the leorning experience,
moking oll the other conventionol studies more relevont
ond meoningful to children's lives. lf leorning were more
relevont, more meoningful ond more fun, school would
more reodily engoge our children's ottention ond leod to
their success. Thonks to my eorly croftsmon mentor, I hod
noticed something oboul my own honds thot I believed to
be o voluoble tool in educotion; when the honds ore
engoged, the heort follows.

In the foll of 2001, I helped lounch the Wisdom of the
Honds progrom ot Cleor Spring School in Eureko Springs,
Arkonsos, to demonstrote the volue of woodcroft os o port
of the schoolcurriculum. We nomed the progrom Wisdom
of the Honds in the belief thot bringing the honds into
direct oction on beholf of leorning would enhonce knowl-
edge in oll oreos of the conventionol school curriculum for
oll students. We storled ot the high-school level ond over
the next two yeors extended the progrom throughout the
elementory grodes.

The Demonstrqtion ot Clecrr Spring School
The Wisdom of the Honds progrom is different from con-
ventionol school ort ond woodworking closses. Eoch proi-
ect is plonned in cooperolion with core clossroom teoch-
ers to integrote with current studies. We moke tools thot fit
o voriety of different cotegories, eoch intended to
enhonce the school's bosic curriculum. Some of the tools
enoble children to do work, while others ore used to

expond the children's understonding of concepts. Some
ore used for investigolion ond demonstrotion of scienlific
principles, some ore used for orgonizing ond collecting
dolo, ond sfil l others provide odditionol interest in closs-
room octivities.

Working tools ore those fiot provide the chil-
dren opportunity to do other proiects, often involv-
ing crofts. Exomples ore looms for weoving,
knives for corving ond pens for leorning cursive
writing.
Conceptuol sfudy tools include geometric
solids for the study of geometry, obocuses for
doing moth problems ond developing numerocy,
models of the solor system, pvzzle mops for study
of geogrophy ond plote tectonics.
Investigotory tools include windmills for
studying meteorology, bug boxes ond nets for
cotching insects ond prolectile lounchers for the
study of trigonbmetry ond physics.
Orgonizotionql tools include divided troys for
the collection of rocks ond minerols, disploy
boxes for collections of insects ond numbered
stokes for morking plont species on the school
noture troils.

In oddition, the children of oll oges hove o love of moking
toys, which we use os tools to expond interest in specific
oreos of study. As exomples, the children hove mode
troins ond vorious onimols inspired by their  reoding,
boots for the study of the seo ond cors ond trucks for the
study of economics ond tronsportotion. Toy moking
increoses the child's enthusiosm for leorning ot oll oges.
Eoch proiect tests new ideos ond ends with ploy. Every
child hos o collection of treosured obiects thot remind him
or her of lessons leorned ond skills developed.

The voriety of tools thot con be mode in $e school wood-
shop is without limit. So whot is the difference between
moking on obiect ond moking o tool? Tools ore intended
to hove use ond impoct beyond the time spent in the
woodshop. For exomple, the simple troy mode for the col-
lection of rocks ond minerols is not complete until the con-
tents hove been collected, orgonized ond lobeled. A loom
is not complete until it holds o completed cloth. A toy is
not complete until it hos been ployed with ond enioyed
ond leorned from. Tools hove porliculor effectiveness in
bringing the honds to work in the clossroom for beyond
note toking ond keyboording. In my opinion, the honds'
profound impoct on leorning hos been widely ignored in
educolion, but moy offer the pothwoy to educotionol
reform ond renewol.

Doug Stowe http://wisdomofhands.blogspot.com
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